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Coupling

the   term  applied   to   counterpoint   written !
with rigid adherence to its rules; but in mod- '
ern composition considerable modification of j
rule  is   allowed.  See   Counterpoint,  by  E.
Prout, 1890.

Counterscarp, in fortification, the exterior
slope of the ditch towards the field, in con-
tradistinction to the slope next the rampart, I
named the scarp or escarp.

Countersign. A watchword used in the
army as a guard against passing the lines of
sentinels by unauthorized persons, such as
strangers, spies, or parties of the enemy en-
deavoring to effect a surprise. See also PA-
ROLE.

Counter-tenor, the highest adult male
voice, usually called a male alto,

County, originally the district ruled by a
count. In the United States the county is
an administrative division of a state. See LO-
CAL GOVERNMENT.

County Council. Under the local Govern-
ment Act of 1888 county councils were es-
tablished in all the counties of England and
Wales. Under the act a county council con-
sists of councillors, aldermen, and a chair-
man. Special powers are given to the Lon-
don County Council, which succeeded to the
duties and liabilities of the Metropolitan
Board of Works. The control of the police
they exercise only jointly with the justices
of the quarter sessions. In the United States
county councils were created in the State of
Indiana by act of 1899. These councils con-
sist of seven members, three chosen at large
and four chosen by districts. Most of the
financial powers of the county are exercised
by the councils, the executive powers being
retained by the board of commissioners.

County Courts. In England these courts,
though founded in the days of King Alfred,
were reconstituted in 1847 for the trial of
civil cases of small importance, and are at
present governed by the County Courts Act,
1888. They have really no connection with
the old county courts, which are practically
obsolete. In most of the American states
county courts have criminal and civil juris-
diction within county limits. There are also
probate courts for each county. The judges
are elective.

Coup d'Etat, an arbitrary stroke of policy
carried out by violent means. The most fa-
mous examples in history are the coup d'etat
of Napoleon Bonaparte, who in 1799 put an
end to the Directory by his 'whiff of grape-
shot*; and that of Louis Napoleon, who in

1851 broke up the Xational Assembly by
force.

Couper, William (1853-1942), American
sculptor; born in Norfolk, Va. He has execu-
ted numerous ideal works and portrait sta-
tues, busts, and bas-reliefs, among which
may be mentioned The Recording Angel
(Norfolk. Va ) ; Angel of the Resurrection
(Chicago, 111.); Peace (Vicksburg, Miss.);
Sailors' Memorial (Annapolis, Md.); statues
and portrait busts of Longfellow, Agassiz,
Audubon, Charles Daruin, Peary, and many
other men of note

Couperus, Louis (1863-1923), Dutch nov-
elist, born at The Hague of Scottish ances-
try. After publishing a volume or two of
poetry, he wrote his first novel EHne Veref
a psychological study of fashionable Dutch
life, which appeared in 1889 and established
the author's literary reputation. Most of Ms
works have been translated into English by
Alexander Teixeira de Mattos. These include
The Comedians; Old People and the Things
That Pass.

Couple, in dynamics, the name given by
the mathematician Poinsot in 1804 to a pair
of equal parallel forces which act in opposite
directions. The perpendicular common to
the two forces is called the 'arm' of the cou-
ple, and the product of the arm and either
force the 'moment.' The moment is the real
measure of the couple.

Couplet, two lines of poetry, generally but
not necessarily of the same length, which
rhyme together. The heroic couplet, consist-
ing of iambic pentameter verse, was much
used by Pope and Dryden, and by other
writers of that era.

Automatic Coupler.
Coupling, a contrivance for fastening rail-
way cars together so that they may be read-
ily connected or disconnected. In the United
States the automatic .coupling is almost uni-
versally adopted both for freight and pas-
senger trains. With this system the car has
at each end a spring bar, which Is at once